
T he Stock Market Game™  is
celebrating 30 years of teacher
service! While that’s a long time,

it's a mere tick of my tape when you have
been around as long as I have. We stock
tickers machines first appeared in 1867.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average (Dow)
illustrates changes in the stock market since

The Stock Market
Game appeared in
1977. The Dow
measures changes
in the stock prices
of 30 “Blue-Chip”
companies.  These
are large, stable
companies with
track records of
quality for consum-
ers and profitability
for investors.

In the summer of
1977 the Dow was
871 points; today,
it's around 13,000.
Imagine if you had
invested $10,000 in
the Dow's stocks
back then. Even
excluding dividends

over that time, your investment today would
be worth more than $140,000.
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Of course, that means you would have
hung on during white-knuckle times when
the Dow sank and panicky investors were
selling their stocks. But the Dow had gone
up much more than it had gone down over
the years. Investing for the long haul, you
would have seen your investment grow
more than 14 times — an average of more
than 9 percent per year!

The Dow has also changed over the last
30 years. It still has 30 stocks, just as it
did in 1977, but 20 of those 1977 stocks
were replaced by 20 new ones over the
following years. Why the change? One rea-
son was the growing importance of tech-
nology companies like Microsoft, enter-
tainment companies like Disney, and ser-
vice companies like Wal-Mart.

What if  you wanted to invest in the Dow’s
stocks? One way would be to buy shares
of  each of  the 30 companies. Or you
could invest in a fund that tracks the Dow.
The Diamond Trust, Series 1, (symbol:
DIA) is a popular exchange-traded fund
(ETF) that does just that.

Dow & Then

Made possible through the generous
sponsorhip of PNC Bank.

Write Now
Use the web site below to identify 3 companies that
the Dow added or deleted since 1977. Write your
own newspaper story explaining how being
included/removed from the Dow has impacted the
companies you chose. Would you invest in them?
http://www.djindexes.com/DJIA110/learning-center/

Current Members
of the Dow

3M Co.
Alcoa Inc.
Altria Group Inc.
American Express Co.
American International
AT&T Inc.
Boeing Co.
Caterpillar Inc.
Citigroup Inc.
Coca-Cola Co.
E.I. DuPont de Nemours.
Exxon Mobil Corp.
General Electric Co.
General Motors Corp
Hewlett-Packard Co.
Home Depot Inc.
Honeywell International
Intel Corp.
IBM
Johnson & Johnson
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
McDonald’s Corp.
Merck & Co. Inc.
Microsoft Corp.
Pfizer Inc.
Procter & Gamble Co.
United Technologies Corp.
Verizon Communications.
Wal-Mart Stores Inc.
Walt Disney Co.


